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Seattle-to-Portland Bicycle Classic One-Day Ridership Up
1,315 complete 200-mile ride in single day –Including 75-year-old and inline skater!

SEATTLE – July 18, 2001 -- Blessed with near-perfect weather, 1,315 riders finished the 22nd Seattle-to-Portland Bicycle Classic (STP) in a single day.  That’s a four-percent increase from 2000, when STP had 1,262 one-day riders. All told, 6,821 cyclists participated in the 2001 STP, which gives riders the option of covering the 200-mile course in one or two days.  The 2001 STP, produced by the Cascade Bicycle Club, was held July 7-8.

 “Conditions for the riders couldn’t have been better,” said STP ride director David Douglas. “We had sunny skies, moderate temperatures and tailwinds. That’s a recipe for cycling nirvana.”

   
 Cyclists ranged in age from 4 to 83 and came from 40 states across the nation.  52 percent of the riders were doing the event for the first time. Participants included:

· 75-year-old Karl Adams from Milwaukie, Oregon. Adams met his personal goal: to ride all 200 miles in one day.  Karl finished Saturday, July 7, at 8:30 p.m.
· One inline skater: Heather Halvorson, a 32-year-old mother from Seattle. Halvorson started at 4 a.m. and completed the STP in one day, arriving at the finish line just before 10 p.m. "All the riders were very encouraging," she said. "It was the most fun day I've had in a long time."
· A group of 11 paralyzed veterans, Team No-Limits,  was coordinated by the Veterans Affairs Puget Sound Health Care System. Riding the course using handcycles, all 11 exceeded their individual goals for the event - including five veterans who completed all 200 miles.

· Clark Roberts, a legally blind cyclist from Bellevue, Washington. Roberts finished STP on a tandem with Mark O’Neill, a cancer survivor from Orcas Island, Washington.

· 51 year-old Vince Cipriano, a below-the-knee amputee with arteriosclerosis from Port Angeles, Washington.  Vince finished STP on his very first bike - a 1964 10-speed Schwinn Varsity with no toe clips. “I could not have completed the event without [Cascade Bicycle Club’s] awesome support,” said Cipriano.  “There were support teams ready to help everywhere!” 
· Two veteran riders who’ve participated in STP all 22 years: Jerry Baker, a 59-year-old former Boeing engineer from Seattle, and Paul Wantzelius, a 52-year-old Boeing engineer from Maple Valley, Washington. 
STP is the major fundraiser for Cascade Bicycle Club, whose activities and community programs include bicycle education and safety, bicycle advocacy, and daily rides.  STP is successful due to the support of local communities throughout Washington and Oregon, hundreds of volunteers and corporate sponsors.  This year's STP was presented by 710 NewsRadio KIRO and ZNETIX.  Other supporting sponsors included AARP, Clif Bar, KISN, Millstone Coffee, Nantucket Nectars, Nextel, ROSIE 105 FM, REI, Seeds of Change, Subaru of America Western Region, SportsRack, and Talking Rain.

About Cascade Bicycle Club

Cascade Bicycle Club is one of the nation’s largest bicycle clubs with over 4,000 members in Greater Seattle.  Cascade produces eight annual events, including three marquee events:  Seattle International Bicycle Expo, Bike to Work Day and Seattle to Portland Bicycle Classic.  CBC promotes bicycling for transportation, recreation and health - providing over 1,000 recreational rides annually.  Cascade is a non-profit organization, directed by a board of eleven elected volunteer directors and seven professional staff.  The Cascade Bicycle Club Education Foundation, a 501(c3) organization, promotes bicycling safety and skills throughout Washington State.
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